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Programme 

 

Saturday, 12 September 

In-person Sessions, Birkbeck 

 

9:30-10:45 Session 1: 

Chair: Jack Rhys Hancock 

 

Vladimir Cuk, University of Illinois - Chicago (USA)  

UN Development Agenda and Persons with Disabilities: The Role of the Global Disability 

Movement and Its Allies 

 

Robert Gould, Marissa Diaz, University of Illinois - Chicago (USA)  

Building a Global Virtual Exchange on Disability Studies and Human Rights 

 

Binita Soreng, SSLNT Mahila Mahavidyalaya, BBMK University (India)  
Rethinking Disability: From Marginalization to Agency 

 

 

10:45-11:00 Tea/Coffee 
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11:00-12:15 Session 2: 

Chair: Josefien Cornette 

 

Claire Norman-Maillet, Independent Researcher (UK) 

Blurting, Blocking, Belonging: Double-Masking and Conflicting Communication Strategies 

in Adults with both ADHD and a Stammer 

 

Jack Rhys Hancock, Selinus University / University of Wolverhampton (UK)  

Exploring the Intersection Between Gender, Disability, Psychology and Helping Students to 

Feel Included 

 

Jennifer Young, Falmouth University (UK) 

Hannah Hughes, University of Oxford (UK)  

From Application to Viva: Inclusive Design for PhD Students’ Academic Progression 

 

 

12:15-13:00 Lunch 

 

 

13:00-14:15 Session 3: 

Chair: Jennifer Young 

 

Anne-Bénédicte Damon, Independent Researcher (France)  

The Sapphic Autistic Heroine: Emerging Representations of Female Neurodivergence in 

Contemporary Lesbian Fiction 

 

Olena Lytovka, University of Bedfordshire (UK)  

Order, Obsession, and Otherness: Rereading Hercule Poirot Through the Lens of 

Neurodiversity 

 

Josefien Cornette, Research Centre for Open Arts & Futures (Belgium) 

HERT: Performing Patient Histories  

 

 

Online Sessions, Zoom: 

 

 

12:00-13:15 Zoom Session 1: 

Chair: Caterina Radu 

 

Joana Duarte Bernardes, University of Coimbra (Portugal) 

A Patient, a Psychiatrist and a Judge (Do Not) Walk into a Bar: Medical Parajudicial 

Authority in the Portuguese Welfare State 

 

Gabriela-Aura Cucoș, University Dunărea de Jos (Romania)  

The Hidden Voices Shine the Brightest 



3 
 

 

Zsuzsa Várnai, Éva Nemes-Jakab, International Cseperedő Foundation 

(Hungary)  

Beyond Inclusion: A Systemic Model for Autism-Friendly Cultural Transformations 

 

 

13:30-14:20 Zoom Session 2: 

Chair: Tanya Jarrin 

 

Jyothis Josekutty, V.K. Karthika, National Institute of Technology 

Tiruchirappalli (India)  

Problems and Possibilities in Teachers’ Use of AI for Co-Creating Games in Special 

Education Classrooms 

 

Nelofer Laskar, Debolina Chatterjee, St. Xavier’s University (India) 

Intersection of Accessibility and Disability in Higher Education Institution Using Post 

Human Framework 

 

 

14:30-15:20 Zoom Session 3: 

Chair: Nelofer Laskar 

 

Jean du Toit, Gisela Diedericks, University of Fort Hare (South Africa)  

A Phenomenology of Neurodiversity: Cognitive Difference, Embodiment, and Intentionality 

 

Tanya Jarrin, Escuela Politécnica Nacional – CEC (Ecuador)  

The Architecture of Coherence: Moving from "Inclusive Labels" to Neuro-Sovereignty and 

the "Optimal-Self” 

 

 

15:30-16:45 Zoom Session 4: 

Chair: Debolina Chatterjee 

 

Caterina Radu, Lisa McCann, Andrew Wodehouse, University of Strathclyde 

(UK) 

Co-Designing a Digital Mental Health Intervention for Adolescents and Young Adults Living 

with Neuromuscular Conditions 

 

Ananda Macedo Chedieck Martins, Adalberto Fernandes de Sá Júnior, 

Hamanda de Nazaré Freitas Matos, Federal University of Pará (Brazil) 

Who Has the Right to Pleasure? The Sexual Invisibility of People with Disabilities 
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Julia Nunes, Fernanda dos Santos Lopes, Eliene Baltazar Costa, Jonas 

Carvalho e Silva, Ramona Thümmler, Simone Souza da Costa Silva, Ana Flávia 

Teles Da Hora, Melina Serra Pereira, Maely Ferreira Holanda Ramos, 

Emmanuelle Pantoja Silva, Universidade Federal do Pará (Brazil) 

Cross-Cultural Connections in Mental Health: Psychological Support and University 

Students with Disabilities in Brazil and Germany 

 

 

 

Sunday, 13 September 

Online Sessions, Zoom: 

 

9:00-10:15 Zoom Session 5: 

Chair: Ahlam Alaki 

 

Stephanie Campbell, University of New England (Australia) 

Misfitting Women: Feminine Nonconformity and Social Disablement in Fiction 

 

Nibedita Mahatha, Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya (India)  

Finding the Voice amidst the Noise: Neurodiversity, Identity, and the Manual of Existence 

in Sayaka Murata's Convenience Store Woman 

 

Paramita Deka, Indian Institute of Technology Madras (India)  

Beyond Normalcy: Neurodivergence, Posthuman Ecology, and Capitalism in Hullabaloo in 

the Guava Orchard 

 

 

10:30-11:45 Zoom Session 6: 

Chair: Nibedita Mahatha 

 

Kelly Moes, Curtin University (Australia)  

Borderlands and Battlefields: Epistemic Selectivity and Bounded Language in the Chronic 

Illness Experience 

 

Laura Piccione, University of Turin (Italy)  

Anxiety Disorder as Repackaged Hysteria: How the Healthcare System Keeps on Failing 

Neurodivergent Women 

 

Grace Thomas, Wrexham University (UK)  

Why Disability Needs a #Metoo Moment: Accountability and Call-Out Culture in Disability 

Activism 
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12:00-13:15 Zoom Session 7: 

Chair: Laura Piccione  

 

Floor Hofman, Design Academy Eindhoven (Netherlands)  

From Interview to Dialogue: For Connection and Mutual Understanding 

 

Kevin Martens Wong Zhi Qiang, 13th Kabesa / Indigenous Chief of the Kristang 
people and National University of Singapore (Singapore) 

Muleramaskanza Kristang: On Using Cognitive Reframing and Creolisation to Challenge, 

Transmute and Obliterate Deficit Models of Creole-Indigenous Neurodiversity 

 

Despina Hașegan, University of Bucharest (Romania)  

Museums Building Bridges to the Others. Projects about Inclusion and Disabilities 

 

 

13:30-14:45 Zoom Session 8: 

Chair: Lidia Mihaela Necula 

 

György Kiss, University of Debrecen (Hungary)  

The Public I: Representing Visual Disability in James Robinson’s Whale Eyes (2025) 

 

Ahlam Alaki, Dar Al-Hekma University (Saudi Arabia)  

Prison-Spaces of the Mind: Mapping Mental Illness and Social Estrangement in Modern 

Arabic Fiction by Abboud and Manssi 

 

Sukriti Joshi, University of Hyderabad (India)  

Xenofictional Worldbuilding and the Collapse of the Normate Mind: Exploring Posthuman 

Cognition and Neurodiversity in C.S. Friedman’s This Alien Shore and Kaia Sønderby’s 

Failure to Communicate 

 

 

15:00-16:30 Zoom Session 9: 

Chair: Sukriti Joshi 

 

Stephanie Lones, Leiden University (Netherlands) 

Navigating Space as a Disabled Creature: Undergoing Medieval Womanhood, Disability, 

and Spiritualism in The Book of Margery Kempe 

 

Chaim McNamee, Indiana University Bloomington (USA)  

Madwoman, Witch, Warrior, Hero: Representations of Psychosis and Trauma in the 

Hellblade Games 

 

Lidia Mihaela Necula, “Dunărea de Jos” University of Galați (Romania)  

Beyond Labels: Disability, Neurodiversity and the Cultural Politics of Capability in 

Contemporary Cinema 
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Jennifer Gray, Tennessee Technological University (USA)  

Get Real: Moving Beyond Media Representations of Autism to Create Socially Inclusive 

Communities 

 

 

16:45-18:00 Zoom Session 10: 

Chair: Julia Nunes 

 

Linda Ivonne Rosero Chingual, National University of Colombia (Colombia)  

Autiscol and First-Person Politics: Reconfiguring Citizenship for Autistic People in 

Colombia 

 

Fiona Whittington-Walsh, Kwantlen Polytechnic University (Canada)  

Including All Citizens Pathway: A New Model for Inclusive For-Credit University Education 

 

Luana Adriano Araújo, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro / Postgraduate 

Program in Public Policies and Human Formation (Brazil) 

Biolegitimacy, Recognition and the Politics of Autistic Representation  

 


